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BRITISH  ENGLISH vs. AMERICAN  ENGLISH
British
American

British
American



aerial
antenna

autumn
fall

bilberry
blueberry

bill (restaurant)
check

biscuits
cookies

blowlamp
blowtorch

bonnet
hood (of a car)

boot
trunk (of a car)

bowler hat
bowler/derby

bumbag
fanny pack

central reservation
median strip

change gear
shift gear

chemist
drug store

chips (part of a meal)
french fries

cling film
plastic wrap

clothes peg
clothes pin

cooker
stove/range

cornflour
cornstarch

cos lettuce
romaine lettuce

cot
crib

cotton wool
cotton

courgette
zucchini

crisps (cold snack)
potato chips

curricilum vitae
resume

curtains
drapes

demist
defog

dialling code
area code

dinner jacket
tuxedo

dual carriageway
divided highway

dummy
pacifier

earth
ground

engaged
 busy

engine driver
engineer (on a train)

ex-directory number
unlisted number

flat
apartment

flyover
overpass

frying pan
frying pan/skillet

funnel
funnel/smokestack

garden
yard

grill
grill/broil

handbag
purse

high street
main street

hob
stovetop

hockey
field hockey

holiday
vacation

ice hockey
hockey

ironmongery
hardware

jam 
jelly

jelly
jello/Jell-O

jug
pitcher

junction
intersaction

kerb
curb

lager (a light beer)
beer

laundrette
laundromat

let
rent

lift
elevator

lorry
truck

luggage 
baggage


luggage van
baggage car

mailshot
mass mailing

maize
corn

mangetout
snow peas

mince 
ground meat

motor way
free way

nappy
diaper

note
bill (paper money)

noughts and crosses
tic-tac-toe

number plate
licence plate

pack (of cards)
deck

paraffin
kerosene

patience
solitaire

pavement
sidewalk

pay packet
pay envelope

petrol
gas/gasoline

British
American

pink v)
ping (v)

plain flour
all-purpose flour

plaster
band-aid

plimsolls
sneakers

pneumatic drill
jackhammer

post
mail

post box
mailbox

power point
electric outlet

pram
baby carriage

press-up
push-up

pudding
dessert/sweet

puncture
blow-out

push chair
stroller

queue
line

quin
quint

railway 
railroad

railway carriage
railway car

raiway points
switches

return
round trip

reverse charge call
collect call

ringroad
beltway

When they  say :
An American means 



and a Brit means 




what a Brit calls:     



what an American calls:
a bill
a bank note
a check in a cafe

the first floor
the ground floor
the second floor

pants
trousers
underpants

potato chips
potato chips
french fries

purse
a handbag
a wallet

subway
an underground railway
an underpass

vest
a waistcoat
an undershirt

wash up
wash your hands
wash the dishes

British
American

rise (in pay)
raise (in pay)

rota
roster

roundabout
traffic circle

rubber
eraser

rubbish
garbage

rucksack
backpack

saloon (car)
sedan

sellotape
Scotch tape

silencer
muffler

singlet
undershirt

sweets
candy

tap
faucet

taxi
cab

telegram
cable

term
 semester


tights
panti-hose

trainers
running shoes

underground
subway

waistcoat
vest

wardrobe
closet

